
Omnia pro aegroto

Journal of American Physicians
and Surgeons

Mission Statement
The Journal of American Physicians and 
Surgeons, the official peer-reviewed journal 
of the Association of American Physicians 
and Surgeons (AAPS), is committed to 
publishing scholarly articles related to the 
practice of medicine and to promoting open 
debate and scientific integrity.

Subscriptions and Advertising
aaps@aapsonline.org

Subscription Rates:
AAPS Members (included in annual dues)
Non-members $75 per year
Institutions $125 per  year
Students/Residents $15 per year
Foreign $200 per year (US currency only)

Copy Editor
Stuart Faxon

Cover Design
Rachel Eck

Typesetting and Printing
Skyline Printing Co., Inc.

Tucson, AZ

Website
www.jpands.org

Webmaster
Jeremy Snavely

The articles published in the Journal of 
American Physicians and Surgeons represent 

the opinions of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy of the 

Association of American Physicians and 
Surgeons, Inc., or the Journal.

Publication of an advertisement is not to 
be considered an endosement or approval 
of the product or service involved by either 
the Association of American Physicians and 

Surgeons, Inc., or the Journal.

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:

1601 N. Tucson Blvd, Suite 9
Tucson, AZ 85716

Journal of American Physicians
and Surgeons (ISSN 1543-4826)

is published quarterly.
Copyright ©2019

by the Association of American Physicians 
and Surgeons, Inc.

Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons Volume 24 Number 1 Spring 2019 1

The Association of American 
Physicians and Surgeons mourns the 
loss of our longest-serving warrior for 
freedom. Dr. Curtis Caine, born Oct 13, 
1921, died Jan 1, 2019, at age 97.

Dr. Caine joined AAPS in 1949, 
served many terms on the Board of 
Directors, and was president in 1980-
1981. He was the first anesthesiologist 
in Mississippi, where he attended 
patients for 60 years.

In his inspirational videotaped ad-
dress at our 75th anniversary meeting 
in Indianapolis, Dr. Caine advised: 

We physicians in the prac-
tice of private medicine find 
ourselves bloodied and on the 
ropes—put there by the deep 
state’s underhanded, below-
the-belt, “no holds barred” gladi-
ators, and traitors in our own 
profession.

We are given a reprieve 
by the bell. While on the stool 
in our corner of the ring, our 
Trainer patches us up and 
advises, “in the next round, go 
back to basics. Go swinging with 
the following approach, KO the 
intruder, and win back freedom.”

In our situation, do not 
waste time cutting the tentacle 
off of the octopus, which will 
be replaced with another, but 
skewer the head, using the 
tactic below.

Dr. Caine cited Scripture and the U.S. 
Constitution from his deep knowledge. 
He authored a timeless 34-article series 
on the U.S. Constitution published in 
the Medical Sentinel, the precursor to 
the Journal of American Physicians and 
Surgeons (https://aapsonline.org/the-
constitution-plain-and-simple/).

We “practice private medicine,” 
he frequently admonished us. We 
are not in the “private practice” of 
what might be government or third-
party medicine. Patients are the only 
indispensable reason for the existence 
of medicine—not “healthcare,” a new 
term that encompasses the bureaucratic 
infrastructure, revenue streams, and 
government objectives.

“Curtis was a visionary,” writes AAPS 
past president Thomas Kendall, M.D. 
“What he saw regarding the devolution 
of medical freedom caused him to 
stand with vigor against the forces of 
darkness.” His prescience was shown in 
his 1966 Letter to Mississippi Physicians 
(http://www.jpands.org/vol17no2/
caine.pdf ), which correctly predicted 
the damage the imposition of Medicare 
would inflict on the practice of medicine 
and the primacy of the patient-physician 
relationship.

Presenting 122 considerations, he 
wrote: “You will now decide whether or 
not you are going to be a govern ment 
employee and practice socialized medi-
cine.” It is “perhaps the most important 
decision you have ever made. There is no 
middle or ‘neutral’ ground.”

Today, physicians are still facing the 
decision about declaring independence 
or signing contracts with employers, 
managed-care plans, or Medicare/
Medicaid. 

“Are you saying to yourself as 
King Agrippa said to Paul in Acts 
26:28—’Almost thou persuadeth me,’ 
but, but….

“Do not let as yet unresolved con-
flicts and unanswered questions deter 
you. Take your stand now on PRINCIPLE. 
You can work out the details of 
implementation as the necessity arises.

“ ‘Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve’—Joshua 24:15.”
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